
 
Mini-Grants 

 
The East Brunswick Education Foundation is pleased to announce that the following grants have 
been approved for funding for the months of April though December 2017. 
 
Lawrence Brook Elementary School – Turning Social Studies Into An Experience 
Tara Corcoran-Clark, Kristina Mischke, Joann Peterson, Meredith Ascher 
With this grant, 3rd grade students will participate in hands-on, differentiated social studies 
activities during their Early Communities in America unit.  This grant will allow Social Studies 
and Language Arts to be integrated to foster creativity and higher-order thinking through a 
variety of center activities.  Students will learn about historical events and delve into material 
through projects and meaningful activities. * 
 
Hammarskjold Middle School - Bon Appetite  
Elaine Ferreira 
French cooking lessons will be offered after school to 7th grade French students.  At the 
beginning of each cooking lesson, time is spent discussing the history and cultural importance 
of the food being prepared. Last year, students made quiche, ratatouille, crepes and chocolate 
fondue.  With this grant, special French baking equipment will be purchased that will include 
Madeleine pans, macaron making kits with pastry bags, and tartelette  pans. * 
 
East Brunswick High School – Highlight the Bears! 
Chris Yannazzo 
The goal of this grant is to promote EB athletics and it’s athletes.  2 TV’s, chromecasts, and wall 
mounts will be purchased and placed in the school near the Athletics Department.  Throughout 
the day the screens will display picture slides, accomplishments, important dates, schedules 
and highlights. This project will excite students about the school's programs and promote 
school spirit, get students out to games, and create a strong love for EB. * 
 
East Brunswick High School – Flipgrid Classroom 
Kelly Grotrian 
With this grant, Flipgrid will be purchased for the US Histoty II and AP US History classrooms.  
Flipgrid is a video discussion community for the classroom that supercharges students’ voices. 
Once the teacher adds a topic, the student can respond with short videos, and everyone 
engages.  Students will be able to reply to questions in a video format and have the option, in 
Flipgrid Classroom, to collaborate and respond with their peers.  Changing the way students 
interact in and out of the classroom, through the use of the videos, will help students become 
more engaged in the curriculum as well as more thoughtful speakers. * 
 
East Brunswick High School – PearDeck 
Kelly Grotrian 
With this grant, PearDeck will be purchased for the US History II and AP US History classroom.  
With PearDeck, teachers are able to create presentations that allow for an interactive section 
where students can respond and give immediate feedback/data to the teacher.  PearDeck gives 
students their own “copy” of the lesson and furthers engagement for students while providing 



the teacher with a formative assessment tool that informs direct instruction.  Students have the 
ability to engage with the content on a personal level. * 
 
Churchill Junior High School – Apple TV and Mirroring Devices to Boost Student Engagement 
and Growth through Self Assessment 
Craig Segall and Kristen Ferrara 
This grant will bring the innovation of Apple TV and Mirroring Devices into the 8th grade History 
classroom.  These classrooms have a strong emphasis on close reading skills as well as oral 
presentation.  These skills are carried through high school, college and into adult life.  While 
these skills can be tedious and mundane, new technology can turn them into a more interactive 
and reflective process for students. With Apple TV in the classroom, students will be able to use 
its mirroring project while utilizing iPads, use the camera to project live shots of their work, 
watch live events from around the world and much, much more. * 
 
Churchill Junior High School – Chasing Lincoln’s Killer, Nonfiction Literacy 
Craig Segall 
With this grant, copies of Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson will be purchased for the 
8th grade History classroom.  After reading this piece of nonfiction, students will then spend 
time during the school year to construct the reasons why the Lincoln assassination occurred 
and will work to create a narrative of sectional divide between the North and South.  Chasing 
Lincoln’s Killer is a fast paced, narrative nonfiction book.  This is important because reading 
nonfiction works is a huge focus of the History Department in East Brunswick. * 
 
Central Elementary School – Dry Erase Kidney Table 
Ashley Eisenberg 
With this grant, Central School will purchase a Dry Erase Kidney Table for the 5th grade 
Resource Room.  It will help to create an environment where students are fully engaged and 
able to collaborate with their peers and their teacher immediately and easily.  Having such a 
table will help declutter students’ desks with the extra paper usually needed to solve problems 
and eliminate the need to get up to “grab” the extra supplies.  The dry erase kidney table will 
also enhance participation and will engage the visual learners. * 
 
East Brunswick High School – Augmenting and Flipping the HS Science Class with SWIVL 
Linda O’Kane and Christine Sce 
This grant will enable SWIVL technology to record daily classroom science instruction.  The 
video will then be uploaded to the learning management system for students to view.  This will 
allow students to review concepts taught and/or to preview upcoming lessons in order to 
facilitate a flipped classroom.  Students will be able to use the recordings to prepare for quizzes 
and exams.  In addition, learners will be able to access classroom content when they are unable 
to attend school.  The SWIVL videos will be a crucial tool for keeping up with course material 
and allowing students to learn at their own pace. * 
 
Hammarskjold Middle School, Churchill Junior High School, East Brunswick High School- 
BoardWorks for Spanish 
Ruth Chang 
BoardWorks education provides interactive Spanish presentations and activities that teachers 
can present or students can access on their own.  Students of all learning styles engage in 



meaningful ways with both Spanish language and culture.  These resources empower both 
teachers and students to interact with Spanish online. * 
 
Churchill Junior High School – Learning through Literature Circles 
Kristan Shanks 
With this grant, 25 copies of Code Talker: A Story  about the Navajo Marines of WWII by Joseph 
Bruchac will be purchased for the 9th grade History class at Churchill Junior Hight School.   Code 
Talker follows the fictional character Ned Begay, of the Navajo tribe, as he tells his 
grandchildren about his experience as a marine in World War II.  Students who read this book 
will walk away with knowledge about an important historical topic and a new way to learn 
about history, historical fiction! * 
 
Central Elementary School – Qballs for Student Engagement 
Elizabeth Stankiewicz, Katie Fabiano, Michele Sperduto and Ellen Gately 
The Qball is an innovative product that is more than just a ball being passed around the 
classroom.  It is actually a wireless microphone nestled in a soft, foam, sphere shaped exterior.  
It can be linked to already existing classroom speakers or any wired/Bluetooth speakers in the 
room.  What a better way for our kindergarten students to be heard during class discussion 
than passing them the Qball to share their ideas with classmates?  When they have the Qball, 
they have the floor! * 
 
Hammarskjold Middle School – The Expanding Expression Tool 
Michele Cieslak 
The goal of this grant is to enhance and support the individual learning of students with varying 
disabilities receiving speech-language services.  To help achieve this goal, The Expanding 
Expression Tool KittTM (EET) will be purchased.  The EET is a graphic organizer that provides a 
multi-sensory approach to improve oral and written language.  The main component of the EET 
Kit is a series of beads.  Each bead, 7 in total, represents  a way to describe an object (i.e. Green 
represents group, pink represents parts). * 
 
Churchill Junior High School – Book Talks for Woman of the Frontier 
Craig Segall and Kristen Ferrara 
Funding from this grant will procure 2 Skype sessions with author Brandon Marie Miller.  
Miller’s book entitled Women of the Frontier, will be read by 8th grade students.  She will speak 
to the students about her motivations to write the book, researching the book, and show 
students artifacts that she owns which will help them understand some of the women’s stories 
in depth.  Having the students exposed to and interact with the author of the books they read is 
an excellent engagement strategy. * 
 
Frost Elementary School – 5 Minute Artic 
Nicole DeMarco and Jenna Lyons 
With this grant, speech therapists will implement the 5-Minute Artic program for students 
Eligible for Speech-Language Services.  Currently, students are seen twice a week for 25 
minutes.  This means that they are missing classroom instruction during those times which can 
be disruptive to children's routines.  With the implementation of the program, students’ time 
out of the classroom would be greatly reduced.  In addition, research indicates that these short, 
intensive bursts of articulation therapy are more effective. * 



 
Warnsdorfer Elementary School – Flip the Script 
Susan Mizerak 
Students spend their lives taking videos, selfies and interacting on social media with a global 
audience.  With Flipgrid Classroom, teachers can harness the power and fun of social media in 
the classroom.  Fourth grade teachers at Warnsdorfer Elementary School plan to strengthen 
student engagement and participation, in all subjects, and deepen student understanding 
through discussions on Flipgrid Classroom. * 
 
Hammarskjold Middle School - I'm More Than Just That Poetry Unit 
Patricia Demko, Shari Sullivan 
With this grant, 7th grade students at Hammarskjold Middle School will publish their own 
anthology, which will be result in a hard cover, professionally bound book.  During this unit, 
students are introduced to a variety of different types of poems in order to develop an 
awareness and appreciation of poetic text as an expression of one’s feelings, thoughts, and 
emotions.  The final published piece of this unit is an anthology of poems that not only 
demonstrates an appreciation for the beauty, art, and discipline of poetry, but also an approval 
of self. * 
 
East Brunswick High School – Our Continued Legacy of Excellence in the Arts: The Stefan 
Weismann Commission 
Zachary Gates, Arvin Gopal and Gregory Jung 
The goal for the Stefan Weismann Commission is to provide the students of the EBHS Concert 
Choir and EBHS Chamber Orchestra with the truly meaningful experience of performing a piece 
of music composed for them by a highly regarded opera and orchestra composer.  Stefan 
Weismann is not only an internationally recognized composer, but he is also an alumnus of East 
Brunswick Public Schools.  This experience will engage students with the enduring East 
Brunswick tradition of excellence in the arts and connect this tradition with the professional 
community. * 
 
Churchill Junior High School – Historians at Work: Exploring American History through Art: 
Interactive Field Trip 
Michele McCormick 
This grant will be used to help promote student learning outside of the classroom by visiting the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.  This interactive field trip will assist students to 
become more cultured, better informed historians and to appreciate the connection between 
art and history.  The Metropolitan Museum of Art is a world renowned museum displaying 
American art and artifacts.  Studying art from the past is very significant for the historical and 
cultural view of our country.  Students participating in this experience will attain knowledge 
that will increase their desire to learn more about the past and increase their critical thinking 
skills. * 
 
 
 


